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POSITION AND RESPONSIBILITY.

HE woman question is one of the prime
topics of the time. The present age
may fitly be designated woman's century.

Within a comparatively brief period she has
suddenly emerged from a state like that of
childhood and minority to the privileges of
full-fledged authority and possession. So
rapid has been this transition that the thought-
ful and conservative have scarcely had time to
weigh the matter or decide in their consciences
whether this new departure be right or wrong.

The fact, however, is present with us, de-
manding acknowledgment, Civilized women,
the world over, are aspiring to co-equal recog-
nition with men in all departments of activity,
and the point for Christians to answer is:
WHAT SCRIPTURE SANCIION IS THERE FOR
ALI, THIS?

Now, since we claim to make the Bible our
sole rule of faith and practice, we must discuss
the subject from this standpoint absolutely.
All theories based on expediency, civilized
sentiment or feminine capahility are to be

(53




6 Woman's Ministry.
r}ﬂed out, and one question alone to be con-
sidered: WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT WOMAN ?
The teachings of the Bible may be all grouped
around four simple landmarks :
1. WoMaN’S Posrrion.
IT. HER RESPONSIBILITIES.
IT1. Her PrIvirecws.
IV. HEr TEsrmony.
Briefly then let us'consider :

1. Woman’s Posrrion. “This is unequivo-
cally stated in two Scriptures :

But T permit not a woman to * ** have do-
iénlon Over a man, but to be in quietness. For

am was first formed, then Eve ; and Adam
vgviisl ?10;] bggfmled, but the woman being be-
gulled hath fallen into tran: i i
3 St sgression. 1 Tim.
miJll;tol the woman He said, I will greatly
i 1ply thy sorrow, and thy conception ; in
i owélv thou shalt bring forth children ; and
(marg;.;sll)re 822;11 be subject to thy husband

, an

L e shall rule over thee. Gen.

Two facts are thus made plain :

1. Wo est 7
Mman was eariiest in transgression

. In
consequence she became subordinale.
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This is her actual standing in her relative
relation to man. She may be clever, quite as
clever as he; as apt to learn, and far more
humane to frame laws; but this signifies
nothing to modify or neutralize the moral dis-
ability under which she starts out in life.
Fye’s transgression was a most serious transac-
tion. Its humiliation will abide even upon
the last woman to the end of the age. As
reasonably might the maz deny that he has to
earn his bread by the bitterness of toil, for his
part in the transgression, as for the womar to
scorn or shrink from the destiny of subordina-
tion which sin has entailed upon her sex.
Divine grace has, however, made provision for
her, equally with man, and we shall presently
learn what her exalted privileges are.

II. Her RESPONSIBILITIES.

Having seen what is woman’s Position in the
divine economy, we are prepared to consider
how Scripture defines her obligations.

All womankind fall under one of three
domestic divisions :

1. The unmarried,

The married.
The widowed,

2.
3.
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¥ Sﬁecml commands have been given suitable
cach of these social conditions, The duty

of un :

Senteurcnamed \.vomen may be expressed in one

Th il obedience to her nearest male relative.
e Jewish

s law in regard to a virgin was this :
Sl bl 15)1 woman voweth a vow unto the
i :E‘ath , indeth herself by a bond, being in
N her s house, in her youth; and her
iy Sheal'lreth her vow, and her bond where-
e }el : ath bound her soul, and her father
A ds Peaceat her: then all her vows shall
bouné = %evlery bond wherewith she hath
d soul shall stand. But if her father
e €rin the day that he heareth ; none

VOWS, or of her bonds wherewith she

h
Li:'}(li s]?faliil;lo h-er soul, shall stand: and the
rgiv
alloweq her.,,g }?u}ir;iii?amf_: her father dis-
Queen Esthe 375

of this kind of ¥ furnishes a notaple example

A fem .
Without parents o o Obedience, Though

11 independence ;

w0

Vo but submitted to her u
S l;u., :an after she became a wife I:;(l:‘llt'(i
: i acting on the principle that God’s

WS are alwy i
3 ¥S higher tha
T n :
what hey husband, m}?“ i
manded wagq certainly § el

S [

.
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while Mordecai her uncle was in sympathy
with God’s laws.

That this old Jewish law continued to be
honored in church times, and was endorsed by
St. Paul, is quite plain:

“But if any man thinketh that he hehaveth
himself unseemly toward his virgin dauglier,
if she be past the flower of her age, and if
need so requireth, let him do what he will ; he
sinneth not: let them marry. But he that
standeth steadfast in his heart, having no
necessity, but hath power as touching his own
will, and hath determined this in his own heart,
to keep his own virgin daugiter, shall do well.
So then both he that giveth his own virgin
daughter in marriage doeth well ; and he that
giveth her not in marriage shall do better.””’
1 Cor. vii. 36. (R. V. see margin.)

We are well aware that these utterances of
the Apostle have provoked bitter gainsaying.
He has been declared ‘‘narrow,”’ and ‘‘be-

hind the times ;’ and his teaching explained
away as ‘‘purely local’’ and ‘“‘not binding
under present conditions of civilization.”” But
we do not see how such arguments can stand,
when it is expressly stated in the beginning of
his epistle that St. Paul was called to write,

)




10
Woman's ifin istry.

not onl
that z.n};;::he fonverts of Corinith, but to ‘‘a#/
Chiistin ﬁ OP ;,Cf all upon the name of Jesus
stood from 1, 7t - Hence, it must be under-
L i (t;.' start, that whatever commands
e Corinthn'lan we shall find in the epistles
e ians, We are to receive them as
sal and continyous application. They

are for a1 Christi
sti :
then ang now, 4l women, in all places, both

2 The Marys.
ried,
the Jewish law, the s
chapter thirty, is ocey

of maryieq
Tt Women,
establish o

e more to refer to
n?mainder of Numbers,
Pied with the obligations
A Illusband had power to
void his wife's VOWS.
manded Moses 5
e i‘atgim °Nla man and his wife;

h : and hij s
€t youth in her fathep s hljuiz?,ggter, being in
um. xxx. 16,

€ saviour of

S0 2ot the v S of the
WIVes also g, ¢, th::i?ift to Christ,

2 usbands in
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« Tn like manner, ye wives, b¢ in subjection to
your own husbands ; that, even if any obey not
the word, they may without the word be gained
by the behavior of their wives ; beholding your
chaste behavior coupled with fear. Whose
adorning let it not be the outward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold,
or of putting on apparel; but lef 7¢ be the hidden
man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel
of a meek and guiet spirit, whichis in the sight
of God of great price. For after this manner
aforetime the holy women also, who hoped in
God, adorned themselves, being in subjection
to their own husbands : as Sarah obeyed Abra-
ham, calling him lord : whose children ye now
are, if ye do well, and are not put in fear by
any terror.”’ I Pet. iii. 1-7.

As obedience was to characterize the virgin,
so submission was to pertain to the deportment
of the wife. Sarah is cited as the typical
example, the habit of her life being to ac-
knowledge Abraham as her head.

Four English words are employed to express
the duty of the wife to her husband. These

are ‘¢ submission,” ‘““subjection,” *‘ obedi-

anealt * reverence.”” Col. iii. 18 ; 1 Pet. iii. 1 ;
Titus ii. 5; Eph. v. 33. The Greek reduces
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e€se four E foli .
glish . ) .
words, which sj it :f_rkms. into two original 1. Ordinary Widows. 'Thesedidno special
usage “# je p, Y alike in sacred and secular public work in the church. They were usually

the younger women whose Christian character
; und in t was not settled. ‘They appear to have some-
wife see that she T he passage ““Iet the , times been idle, gossipy, and dissatisfied with
| ;ccu? S ninety-two timzv?rence her husband,”’ their single condition. We do mot read that
il ,li]hFu{le‘ry-oue instancE; 11:3 .the New Testament. | any honor was put upon them, or any church
Varlisepl,s the only place v;izraﬂslllated ‘' fear.” | responsibility entrusted to themEi They were
g re . s o !
| this andBut the Reviged versio t ]f rende}-mg . exhorted to better bc.ehavmr ; znd in Sl}elr ca;e
[l a0 ’oth translated it “ foar ”n as rectified the usual honor which at.gac e ;Sh to the
S cases. Thus it :o uniform with widow’s estate is set aside; an they were
: u : : )
Whole _NEW Test S 1t is plain that the e}zlchorted to marry ;gam as Erh_e best cure for
their carnal-mindedness. 1 1. v.1I=14.
2. Widows indeed. 'This term seems to
specially designate those who had no relatives,

but were childless and desolate.”” It in-
lass of those who from ageand

tt under the
QI 3’
d last of thesjrﬁ er F aotler,

The g
i ECOnd an
feverence” fo € words, the term

€y her husband. Itis

4 X
command be arhity diseuss whether such
are simpl Ditrary or unpraet;

ply seeking at Practical, We

wh
Wo;t are  Scripture Ii_i:ese.nt to ascertain cluded a large C
e PHERETS regarding inability were disqualified to do church worlk,
I S T Widoweq Such women primarily had a right to look to
lber‘ty w - Undel_ th : ;
sanctit a5 granted to wiqg e law much their own relatives for support. If these were
of a wii{;v as expected from tlh;)wS i but great anable or unwilling, then their needs became
&verythi W, or of her that is ™ “The vow the church’s daty. I Tim. v. 16.
shal N wherewith ¢ dl‘701'Cted, ev The ** widow indeed ’’ was distinguished for
all stand q0n; she hath ho en
The Ne againsther,” Ny und her soy], faith, prayer, and loyalty to her dead husband.
uE Widows?v Testament deats witﬁfﬁx' 2 | She was minded to always remain single. And
Tee classes this steadfastness of purpose marked her with

peculiar honor. For it is plain that St. Paul
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everywhere disapproved second marriages,
except, as we have cited, in the cases of
the unruly and discontented. 1 Tim.
V. 3 5

3. The presbyler widow. There were two
orders of female ecclesiastics in the early
church ; the Presbyteresses and the Dea-
conesses. ‘The former were exclusirely widows.
The latter sometines included the unmarried.
The presbyteresses could not be enrolled if less
than 6o years old. The deaconesses were
eligible at 4o years. The presbyteresses held
rank and authority over the deaconesses.
Deacons’ wives or widows were not necessarily
deaconesses. ‘The presbyter widow was to have
been once married, no more ; to have been a
mother of children ; and to have been eminent
for hospitality, sympathy, and Christian ac-
tivity, ‘Thus back of her personal inclination
to be enlisted in public church work, it was
necessary for her to furnish a high moral pedi-
gree. It was not enough that these women
desired to publicly serve, or felt themselves
qualified ; their age, domestic grade and record
must also conform to distinct requirements.

Alas ! how far has the present church departed
from the original ideal.

Position and Responsibiltty. 15

The presbyter widow was the counterpart of
the masculine elder. The deac?ness was the
counterpart of the deacon. A's in t‘h_e case of
the men, the one ministered in f;plﬂtual and
the other in temporal matters, so 11 the case of
these female workers. (_}rawty, faith, and
moderation in the use of wine was common to
bo’&lf;e see that in each instance a&g¢ was con-
sidered a suitable requisite, 'bot_h for *the ex-
perience and the influence which it carried with
it. Widows are specially types of the church,

who now mourns her absent Tord. Annaisa

notable ideal widow. She worshiped much.
She was a student of prophecy. She spoke to

edly of Jesus. ‘
3111‘;1111: f{i vnecgssary here tq designate sp_ec;{_i-
cally what were the duties of' eCCIIESIaStIC
widows in the church, as that point will pro-
perly be considered in its order later on.




II.
WOMAN'S PRIVILEGES,

E shall see that these stand in pleasant
offs'et tothe rigorsof her Responsibilities.
£ 111: ;s the .privilege of the unmarried
o th:fry smgulal: sense to be wholly de-
s ord .and_H1s service. Unincum-
o Osfr e obligations of wifehood, or the
e ccmlt:rllcathf.er]:u:)ocl, such are at liberty to at-
b Gm;ously upon those things which
i od’'s ngd.om and glory.  St. Paul
= c e.arly stated this as a general principle.
Soﬁzpifmnal cases of family care devolving upon
o tfgglehwogen, do not disprove the lead-
e 1ere111 declared : *‘ And there is a
ik ie'a so beths:en.the wife and the virgin.
e i 19:1 unmarried is careful for the things
e Sl:>1: .,tt.hat she may be holy both in body
- thp?l;l : but she that is married is careful
i gs.(’)f the world, how she may please
e'}hysbané_l. (1 Cor. vii. 34.)
rathe_;s,tlﬁt it be f)bse.rved, is a matter of Kberty
o an o{:&gafwn. What the maiden
an lacks in husband and children, God

(6)
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graciously substitutes in paramount benefits
and honors put within the grasp of her personal
attainment. It is for herself to elect how
excellent and useful as a Christian she may
become. ‘Thus, in the divine arrangement the
unmarried woman is offered the pinnacle of
privilege. While the worldly unmarried are
wrestling with questions of social advancement
or equality of wages. she may exercise her
powers in a far better arena. Her Master is
the Lord Jesus ; her field is the world of perish-
wages are the riches of eternal
life ; her present status, child of the promises,
waiting in hope. The position of none is more
dignified and exalted than that of the single
Christian woman.

The privileges
distinctly defined :

1. She és lo be the glory of the mann.

2. Tov be honoved because the weaker vessel.

3. Comjoinily with the man an heir of grace.
(1 Cor. xi, 7; 1 Pet. iii. 7.)

The meaning of St. Peter’s words is this:
Be careful to respect her, since her weakness
might incline you to dishonor her. There was
need for this caution, €0 the men might be

ing souls; her

of the married are likewise
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reminded, that if it was the wife’s duty to
submit, it was equally that of the husband to
love and cherish ; both so doing in the fear of
God. (Eph. v. 21.)

It is in this respect that the believing wife
has been favored to become a type of the
church ; yearned over with a tender care, akin

to that sympathy with which the Lord Jesus

regards His ransomed saints.

':E"(:'ir the married woman her estate suggests
privileges prospective as well as present.

Though a transgressor, Eve was still Adam’s
helpmeet, bone of his bone, and flesh of his
flesh. So believers, once united to Christ, are
precious to His heart, and notwithstanding
their failings are honored, shielded and sup-
ported by Him.

The wife, being one with her husband, is the
partner of his privileges. The new name he
bestowed upon her is the guarantee for this.
Thus Christ and Christians are joint heirs of
the glory which the Father hath given to the
Son. (John xvii. 22.)

Apart from its typical teachings marriage is
no mystery. Butviewed in the light of future
fulfilment, every stage is profundity. Two
facts are made prominent always and every-

Woman's Privileges. 19

where—the ability of the man and the inability
of the woman. The Rebekah for Isaac was
loaded with precious things, for which she
appears not to have returned anything save
her emphatic willingness to “go with this
man.” (Gen. xxiv. 58.) The Rachel for
whom Jacob toiled so long, seemed herself
unable to offer any recompense. While in
Ruth, redeemed by the powerful Boaz, we are
furnished a still more striking instance of help-
less poverty raised to rank and plenty. ‘These
women shared their husband’s position, and
its honor reflected upon them as the moon
shines in the light of the sun.

One passage often cited as teaching that,
under the new dispensation, the principle of
man’s headship has been abrogated, needs here
2 brief notice It iswritten, ‘“‘There is neither
Jew nor Greek ; there is neither bond nor free’;
there is not male and female ; for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. iii. 28.) This
passage contains three equal clauses. What
is affirmed in one clause, precisely the same is
restated in the other clauses. Six classes,
arranged in couples, are employed to teach
one and the same truth. If we would under-
stand what the passage means in reference to
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| women, we have to ascertain what it teaches their degradation despite their conversion. |

in reference to Greeks and bond-servants. | (1 Cor. vil. 21, 22 ; Phile. 10, 14, 16.) Andthis i
I. The mention is made of Jews and Greeks, _' was the mirror to reflect the truth that the
to show that under the gospel in the selec- ! gospel does nof obliterate the restrictions of sex
tion of grace, no preference was given to any binding upon womankind. Did the gospel .
; nationality. This had pot been so formerly. place her immediately upon the social platform }
The Jews were the custodians of the promises, - of men? ‘Then what need for all the tender 5
and the recipients of special divine favors. Buf | New ’Testament exhortations to fathers, to
now as a nation they were no longer te hold i husbands, and to male relatives on her behalf?
precedence. And this was the mirror to reflect | Why enjoin the church to foster and provide
the teaching that woman though first in the ' for widows? Why did mot St. Paul write
transgression, and meriting exclusion, Wwas Timothy and say, ‘‘Converted women are
nevertheless to come in for the benefits ol every whit equals of men. Turn them adrift ;
Christ’s redemption equally with man. let them take care of themselves?” And why
2. Slavesheld norights of citizenship. Their did he order them to be veiled or covered in the
masters represented them. ‘This was the assembly, as a mark of special female decorum ?
mirror to reflect the truth that women, who 4. The adjective used in the passage is a '-
under the law could not receive the sign of the masculine one—'‘Ve are all one (man) in !
covenant, but were represented in the circum- Christ Jesus.”” It is an absorbent word, draw- ;l
cision of the man, were now, equally with the ing everything into one FUTURE MAN coutem- |
man, the subjects for baptism upon faith. plated when the church shall be completed. |
3. Becoming a Christian did not necessarily It explains why throughout the New Testa-
make any Change in the outward or socia]. ment, (Wit].l one Solitary EXCeptiOIl which is an
Ci'rcumstances. The believing Jew did not lose Old Testament quotation, 2 Cor. vi. 18),
his tell-tale physiognomy, nor could the con- believers of both sexes are always addressed
verted heathen denationalize himself. Many as Soxs of God.
bond-servants, like Ounesimus, continued i 5. The true meaning of the passage under
_-f-=|,-""“‘°"'="_"""_ e e S S o ), R i shbee . HpbE Sidien, dadeh ili) SO0 005

T T T R L L A48 st st
|




22 Woman's Ministry.

consideration is inward and future. Greeks,
servants and women are saved equally on faith.
But Qreeks, servants and women, they must
reme‘l:.n throughout their earthly course. When
the ‘“ one new man’’ is completed, then, in the
next age, all present distinctions will be done
away forever. All will be ‘‘ Abraham'’s true
seed.”' The saint who was a servant in life
shall in glory be ‘‘a king and priest unto
G?d.” In the resurrection, distinction of sex
will vanish entirely. All shall be like unto
the angels ; all virgins in the broadest sense of
the term, (Luke xx. 35; Rev. xiv. 4.)

I11.
WOMAN'S TESTIMONY.

ER TesriMoNy. By this we mean her
public utterance. The Old Testament
shows three definite instances of women

being employed to communicate the mind
of the Lord to His people. We can only
give these a passing mention, and hasten onto
direct New Testament teaching and example.
These cases are : (1.) MIRIAM; whoiscalled a
prophetess, though some raise & point of ques-
tion whether on the shore of the Red Sea she
sang in the presence of any but women. Let
critics decide that as they may. Inspiration
has written her down as a propheless. Exo.
x<v. 20. (2.) DEBORAH; who was God’s extra-
ordinary instrument, employed ata time when
to the shame of Israel, there seems notto have
been a man in the land whose faith was equal
to the emergency- Let it be noted that in De-
borah we have two virtues beautifully
blended ; prophetic gift and womanly subor-

dination. She sought to put Barak in the
(33)
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first place of command, but he drew back in
timidity. Jud. iv. 4—9. (3.) HurLpAH ; whose
important prophecy bespeaks her authority. 2
Chron, xxxiv. 22. (4.) ANNA ; who, since her
career antedated the foundation of the Church,
may properly be added to this group of
women. Luke ii. 36. We are aware that
some quibble over her as over Miriam,
and deny that Anna spake otherwise than
in a conversational manner to her companions
in the Temple. But the Scripture calls her
a prophetess, and this fitle evidently relates
to public testimony that she had habitually
given long before the occasion when she spake
of the infant Messiah. E

That these four women were not the only in-
stances of the prophetic gift being thus be-
stowed is plain from a passage in the Psalms:
¢ The Lord giveth the word. The women that
publish the tidings are a great host,”” DPsa.
lxviil. 11,

Three prime passages are found in the New
Testament, which, however they may be
interpreted, are universally recognized as
directly bearing on the public testimony of
believing women,

“I1 would have you know, that the head of

Woman's Testimony, 25

every man is Christ; and the hegd .of the
woman is man ; and the head of Christis Gf)d.
Every man praying of propheslying, having
his head covered, dishonoreth his.head: But
every woman praying or prophesylng w1th_ha?r
head unveiled dishonoreth her head : for itis
one and the same thing as if she were shaven.
For if a woman is not veiled, let her also be
shorn ; butif itisa shame to a woman to be
shorn or shaven, let her be veiled. F_or aman
indeed ought not to have his head veiled, for-
asmuch as he is the image and glory of God;
but the womanis the glory of man. For theman
is not of the woman ; but the woman of the man:
for neither was the man created for t]:Ee
woman ; but the woman for the man: tjor this
cause ought the womain to have a sign of
authority on her head, because of tl'gle angels.
Howbeit neither is the woman mthm}t the
man, nor the man without the woman, 1n ttfe
T,ord. Foras the woman is of the man, so is
the man also by the woman; but all th_mg's
are of God. Judge ye in yourselves: is it
seemly that a woman pray unto God unvelled.?
Doth not even nature itself tea-ch you, thaft, if
a man have long hair, itis a fhsl'xo?mr to him?
But if a woman have long hair, it1s a glory to
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1;3&1' : for her hair
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Give 110 such cust

d. 1 Cor, xi, 216,

“Let the w
el omen £ .
for it is not pe keep silence in the churches:

. let them e irmlttefi unto them to speak ; but
| law.  And if I:hsubmction, as also saith the
. them ask the; €y would learn anything, let

- i T own husbands at home ; f,or it

1s shamef;
ul for
| | LR a W i
: Chglzh' I Cor. xiv 0;:311 R B, i
et a wo e
: ! Suhjection, ];in earn in quietniess with all
. teach, norto 1 "+ Jerit not a woman to
ave dominion over man, but to
»

| be. in &
| quietness, J
| i ) v or A m
hen Bye » Tim., ii. iailq-\vas first fopslet

These Seri
eri :
for COnSiderafi?:isvlf; gt'lgeyt four distinet points

ch we will discuss | i
ss in their

PIOPEr OI‘dEl’ in the f()u“wﬂl ChaptEIS-
o
g

: Now inquire ;
diate occasion f bquire : What was the imme-
e questiouor such absolute teaching?
Yeason had Pay] ;’:trlses with Per’ci_nencyg what
Concernin J1or writing such inj i
e g Chrisisn women? For while
r e
true that the commands of the

New T =
estam
tezfgoge not restricted to merely
Ty application, but reach

:_-5 given her for a covering.
meth to be contentious, we

loca) and

om, neither the churches of .

':M._*»x. i . L i
B e S g i

Woman's Testinony. 27

forward unto ail believers, ijn all ages and con-
ditions of the church ; yet it is also certain, that
throughout the Scriptures, 2 close intimacy s
maintained between divine precepts and the
immediate circumstances occasioning them.
Hence, in the elucidation of difficult passagesan
appeal tothe context becomes of immense value.

Now, it requires buta surface study of the
two Corinthian letters o discover the fact that
the church thus written to was in a startling
demoralized condition. At the time of ad-
dressing them Paul had been gbsent three
years, having, it appears, paid them but one
short, sorrowful visit. During this interval
there had crept in among them false teachers,
whom he denominates < ministers of Satan.”
These had sought to undermine the Apostle’s
authority, and by philosophy destroy true
faith. Nor was it the worst phase of Corinth-
ian apostasy that they had substituted human
wisdom for divine revelation, and brought
doctrinal disorder into the assembly. The
fruit was more black and bitter than its root.
Their persona’l morals had become shockingly
A list of outrageous sins, of which

corrupt.
New Testament church had been

no other

guilty, 1s 1aid to their charge.
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And n
ot alone had the men been offenders.

be zom,
Shamefullirninaliﬁ had conducted themselves
Tupting ¢h ¢ church gatherings ; inter-

'tfoth dEcensyazsegl bly, and setting at naught
ties in dress i:il custom, by their improp?ie-
among a1} Ez;.st aying aside the veil, which
z;lgUiShing m;;; ‘W(’Jﬂfmen, constituted,the dis:
erciyg : HEx i
their hichlsﬁelr gifts, while ?}?Le 1;';1312:1 ?enilg
4 {ivtf dl.f'l‘aying and prophesying
e Ol.mde -_'tht.a womenn had out-
ventureq tq S of their subordination, and
And ag ac_‘col-g?ak 10 the assembly wncovered
time, thoge w 1€ 1o a rigorous custom of ﬂlf;
omen of loose morals who ap-

Peareq jp
. publj :
baving theip '€ Unveiled, were punished by

fo on i
Pra;w(;:d tha go:;alé cut short like men ; it
ed anq orinthia St
least, tg pg Prophesieq llmccm;:'ec‘i‘;r i E’ho
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anxiety nful cha g
of th racters. Hence, the
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Condition of W were the : :
affa exceptions to this

irs
appears from the fact that
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in the first epistle where women are enjoined
more at length than in any other New Testa-
ment letter, and where the word *‘ woman’’
with jts correlatives occurs mOIe times than
in all other epistles put together, the Apostle,
always so courteous and exact to make honora-
ble mention of any graceful trait existing in
the church or persons whom he was addressing,
finds no Christian woman in Corinth whom he
can salute or commend. Only Chloe is men-
tioned, through whose family, he particularly
informs the church, he had learned of those
disorderly practices. Phebe, the deaconess,
whom we should except as being untainted
with the frightful impurity of those Grecian
converts, was, however, not of Corinth, but of
Cenchrea; while Priscilla, in the vicinity at
the founding of the church, had, with her
husband, left at the same time Paul did, and
on the occasion of his writing this epistle they
both were with the Apostle in Ephesus.
Com. Acts xviil. 18; I Cor. xvi. 9.

These, then. in brief, were the aggravations
which called forth from Paul his severe pro-
hibitions concerning the deportment and testi-
mony of wome. So far as the circumstances
themselves go, they were exclusively local.
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No other church is similarly reproved by any
New Testament writer ; the word to Timothy
being one for general caution.

. Nevertheless, while the facts were thus
limited to Corinth, it is expressly stated that
the epistle is addressed to ‘‘all that in every
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, both theirs and ours” (1 Cor. i. 2), and
we dare not assume that, in the intrinsic spirit
of these commands, the Holy Spirit, by the
hand of Paul, did not compass the behavior
of all Christian women, throughout all time.
Custom may change, and the outvard tokens
of subordination may be substituted by other
externals as the Furopean bonnet takes the
place of the Oriental veil, but this principle of
headship, foun.ed in Fden, must remain of
universal application.

Hence, an understanding of these facts about
the women in the church of Corinth will
help us materially to grasp the breadth of
Paul’s meaning, both here and in the letter to
Timothy; yet it is most unfair to argue ag
some have, that because the Apostle wrote
“ T et your women keep silence,”” the commané
was binding only on those Corinthians. Such

a system of interpretation would soon nullify

Woman's Testinony. 33

the force of all New Testament commands.
Besides, this reading may be questioned. Ac-
cording to earlier MSS. followed by some good
modern tramslations, we have not ‘' your
women,” but ‘‘THE WIVES,”' shofving the
generality of the exhortation ; while Cony-
beare and Howson render it, ‘“In your cou-
gregations, as in all congr&gatipus of Christ’s
people, the women must keep silence, for they
are not permitted to speak 1n pu}nlxc, but to
show submission as it is caid also in the book
of the law.”

We believe that other reasous, more honor-
able to the inspired word, than merely l.ocal
ones, can be adduced to PIove, that if a
Christian woman has the glfl’l: for public
testimony, under proper restrictions, she can
exercise it without disobedience. For be it
noted, it is not the act of speaking that is
condemned in the eleventh chapter_ of first
Corinthians, but the manner of speaking.




Iv.
THE MEANING OF PROPHESY,

This division of our subject brings us directly
to the first of the three Passages we are to con-
sider. 1 Cor. xi. 3-16.

The primary matter of discourse in these
verses is, the relative relationship between man
and woman. From Gen. iii, 16, we learn that
woman being first in the transgression, was
made subordinate. “Unto the woman He

said, T will greatly multiply thy sorrow, and
thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children o

and thy desire shall be subject
to thy husband (margin) and he shall rule over
thee.”  Headship or rule was, thenceforth, the
prerogative of man ; and submission the re-
quirement of

woman. To these QOld Testa-
ment facts Paul adds g third, viz., that the

headship of the man was invested jn Christ,

Who was of God, one ip essential nature with

the Father, a5 the head is one with the body.
(32)
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i isgrace-
Now, this relationship had bes;.;s ;i;sfgt il
fully ignored, and in the very ;Xvias s
i Whid'l Fhat ticciicle in this chapter,
endDW&q- ]il:(;} 1(:1111: ;(;;ument, that the Apost‘li
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i 1191- CO'nft-:, . but for the manne? of th e1;
of ' their gi \’Nhatever he may do elsew .elr
using them.T stament, in this place he Plaln y;
in th‘? New EW proper restrictions, the nghetL 0_
e ﬂieq /ine. How else shallwe unt : e:;
hmale PrO?P I;():)r \?rhy should Paul waste . ];n:::
e hll?- bout the manner of domgdt ba-.:E
toh?ipzii :o! to be done by any method, bu
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utterly refrained from ?
e i Prophlfsy’revelation of future
i exdusti?;ii: ?Dears this deﬁnitipn 1ilu
eventsﬁaiisoin the Bible. For instance, in the
many
New Testament: S
s s wg‘ct?nm?i;g:rz certain prophet,
- do‘Wnbus And when he was come unto
- Agl? Pai;.l’s girdle, and bm:md his I_(Im;n
2 toc;l feet, and said, Thus saith thg 5 ohy
- hali the Jews at Jerusalem bin 't e
Ghoszﬁastooswneth this girdle, and shall deliver
man that C th

we are not to under-
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him into the hands of the Gentiles. Acts
Xxi. 10, IT.

““And Enoch, also, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied of these, saying, Behold the T,ord
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to
execute judgment upon all, and to convinee
all that are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com-
mitted, and of all their hard speeches which
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
Jude 14, 15, .

But in Gen. xx. 7, Abimelech calls Abraham
a prophet, because he was a man of prayer.
In 1 Chron. xxv, I, men skilled on musical
instruments were said to prophesy. While in
Titus i, 12, Paul mentions a heathen poet as a
Prophet. Thus we find that superior gifts of
wisdom made 2 person worthy of the title of
prophet. But the highest significance of the
term, and that which we gather from its gen-
eral New Testament usage, connects it with
things divine, In this sense, God made Aaron
& Prophet to interpret what Moses should speak
and do, directly inspired of the Lord.

[
"Aund the Lord said uy

1t ee, I
have made thee e

2 god to Pharach ; and Aaron
thy brother shall be thy Prophet. “Thou shalt
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d thee; and Aaron
hat I comman soki, that Be
d'))

speak all t
tﬁy brother shall speak unto Phs.rf o
send the children of Israel out o
. vii. 1, 2.
El;n“glis meaning we are furthjrr ;Onﬁg;lﬁgtbg
i i ipture, a false pr
bserving that in SCrl]_? , s
Eneewho iaudles the things of Go_t‘i' d;e.;:elzt ou y
and without authority. Mark :{1611.50 in i
A true prophet, then, '\'tvasb zuable i com
icati Aith God, as to | peal
?;mm;;l:;l (:;:11161’8. And it follows, smﬁg:esl\iz;
Tézt:fment revelation is closed, thastuz énded
hase of prophesying has beegl o Ee comé
Entil the latter day fulfillment 0 Jo
111-“ And it shall come to pass in tl'lg last drz:};sﬁ
“th God, T will pour out my Spirit upo e
f‘laltllll a?nd’ your sons and your daughters sha
esh ;

men shall see

d our young -

p;qphzssgn; 1;oury old men shall dream dreams:
V1s1015,

- nd on my handmaic_le.us

Anf}li)n ;113; s(.ii:air;‘cstﬁose days of my Spgli;
i;(;l thﬁy shall prophesy.” Toel ii. 28; Ac
il. 17-21.

Teachin

prime gift

teacher, we und

o
o then, or preaching, 1s now tile
bijn exercise in the ch1:1rch. By.a
erstand one who instructs 1n
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3 ;

i ' the things of God already made known. It l Eh?venth chapter, putia mzﬁtindg{ezglcl?sl\%?é:
o was, no doubt, this kind of prophecy that i saints to celebrate the Lord's ’

Philip’s four daughters exercised, expounding :I m%fofh?;—egg's o. then the appropriateness of

Old Testament Scriptures to the ignorant. Acts mentioning the veiling of women in such con-

i xxi. 9. - i oman is the typeof
|I .! One fact more about prophesying remains to i E:ctm}fl lsit mﬁce;eiﬂ_- 23\12. The church is
& be considered. In 1 Cor. xiv. 3, it is said, ““ He £ S l;rio'be sib.ject unto Christ, her Head.
' that prophesieth, speaketh unto men to edifica- : ﬁq:;:;an,s veil was the badge of her sub-
tion, exhortation, and comfort,” Now it is mission. 'To be uncovered suggested defiance,
. plain this is not a definition of what prophesy- f withdrawal from under authority, and suspi-
! Z ing is, but of what it does; and is stated to cion. Gen. xx. 16; Num. V. I8. '
| distinguish it from the gift of tongues, which ' But what immediate connection existed be-
only ministered self-edification. “T‘his is a | tween the veiling of women and angels ]_Jas
point to be marked ; for since the office of the been a point of some Conjectt_:re. Some think
foretelling prophet has ceased, and preaching they find its clue in the architectural al:range-
now accomplishes what prophecy then did, we ment of those places of early worship. If
may justly conclude that whatever commands these, like the synagogues of th.e Jews, Wf:rg
regulated prophesying, with equal propriety '. divided by a high partition, wihich separate
they apply to the present forms of ministering ' the men from the women, it %eft the women in
the Word, observed in the assemblies of | full view of those conducting the 11}1)cetmg. |
believers. .' Such were supposed tobe the ““angels ;f the !
! It seems _APparent from the grouping of the . cougrega_tlifm:“ A.nd in supgort'ﬁf thltsh ; :‘?Sfd
bacts, the_tt In this eleventh chapter, Paul had il Rev. i., ii., iii., is adduced, where i t I
pifgzeh;z ;22?&, té:}tleaghulrlch g;llthered ina more : a?gel ]is re]featedly used to signify the pastor |
where he ith itin | of a churca. X ' [
E}}:rioﬁzceenth chapter. We shoj1?;i§;$£ere : But some of the old fathers judged that evi I

unbelievers in the assembly of the ; ‘

g
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angels were meant, If, as they believed, thege
were in the congregation, stirring up sinful
thoughts in the men who beheld the extraor
dinary display of female gifts, the veil would
defeat their purpose. But another explanation
Seems more in accord with the dignity of the
whole subject, Holy angels are intended.
They are interested in the mysteries of salva-
tion ; and are Tepresented as anxiously peering
down to examine ‘““the manifold wisdom of
God,” displayed through the church, i Pet,

i. 12,

These angels veil thejr faces in the presence
of the glory of God, And for their sakes, who
love a ili

1 present in the church, and
herself its earthly type, to wear g

or “‘permission *?

power "’
on her head; which thus

of her subordination to man,

& submission of the church
unto Christ, its Head.
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1 . oo f
Briefly, then, to recapitulate this division 0
our subject, we find :

1. Paul has virtually authorized #he act, since
ke has regulated #he manner of female prophe-
sying. y

2. Prophesying in the sense of foretelling,
or giving fresh revelations from God, has beeti
suspended, till the complete fulfillment of
Joel be come to pass. 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Rev.
xxii. 18, 19. Its equivalent can only be
found now in the religious testimony of evan-
gelists, pastors and teachers, who fulfill the
intention of prophesying, viz, : ‘‘speaking
to men to edification, exhortation and com-
fort.”

3. Public praying has sustained no such
change or interruption.

tirely to waive the question of prophesying, it
would remain evident that Paul did grant a
sanction which has never been withdrawn,
allowing a woman to Pray in the church,
provided she wore upon her head some coy-

ering as a suitable recognition of map’g
headship, and her official ang personal subor.
dination:

4. As Prophesying w
believers (1 Cor. xiv. 5),

Hence, were we en-

as deSigued to
we learn that ¥

edify

1
Meaning of Prophesy. 4

: 11 as the
publicly testified pefore such, as we
- ho,
un’?‘i}e‘f{ig .should be observed by those W
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W an
Wllh i 1 {:kallll that a o1

ot
inners, but may 1l
the Gospel tost

may preach

expound the word to believers.




V.

WHAT IS IMPLIED BY SILENCE?

Let your women keepsilence in the churches :
for it is not permitted unto them to speak ; but
to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
1 Cor. xiv. 34.

Three words in the New Testament are
translated silence, or to be silent. The first of
these, a term of some latitude, is used for re-
buking the voice of a demon, for hushin g the
sea, for muzzling an Ox, or for victory in con-
troversy. The second, a word restricted to
intelligent utterance, is employed in the pas-
sage before us. While the third, used by Paul,
in his directions to Timothy concerning
women (r Tim. ii. 11), is also a term of diver-
sified significance,

expressive either of acqui-
escence, tranquility, attention or cessation from
speech. With the first

of these words, our
subject requires no dealing ; but wity the othey
two, sigao and hee-suckazo, we shall neeq +,

make acquaintance, i

(42)
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; oo all
The word in 1 Cor. xiv. 34 1sl .'»‘Zg(:;':. itIgearS
its occurrences in the I?Tew Testaw:i:ram& e
the meaning of refraining from u e b
it does here. Nevertheless, we mu n;e e
tion to a fact worthy of_n?te. Thensawomen, =
which in verse 34 18 enjoined éipdo A -
verses 28 and 3o is commande
s laimed by exposi-
Now, it has never been c A ]
e ill1:t0h e;nf;ti:eoieg;orary silence, s(iucdh
b thm{cinrrenc:ies of the moment demmtl ebé
g antanze of his command seemsdor e
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e
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Hebo s aégiinthian men everlasting cessaan
ot rayer, and praise, and preaching.
fmp; Eu:rhctl:opwe know? Because the Apostle
And ho
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;};E?SSIY guards' his words from misappre”
| ;;3;1 ;)izz’{,plaming, ““Ye al/ may prophesy,
th?tixf&x?e tl{.llnk a careful examination of
il lv.-% revea%- the fact that Paul's
2o i t?glc has 'lllcewise defended from
o ttlzl ion his injunction to the women.
i ley must keep silence because it
il apst n':lttEd unto them to speak.” Now,
k- meani:l glilzi;r:itilaccepted in all the breadth
B . ich the English reading would

» appears like a square contradiction

L it da
fvhig}iewgegﬂszloﬁs fo pray aund prophesy

n L
eleventh. ad been granted in chapter

Had ¢ ]
wide intilfv:vfo fde-c larations been recorded at a
reason for be;)ie:ili;e:c]we might discover some
had iat Apostolic it
good grounds for changing Chuill}l;hronty
egu-

lations. But
o3 when We T
opposing statements are ecollect that these two

. i found i
in one Epistle, penned 11l near contact,

- i % at one ti =
quite impossible that within o le)ﬂs-‘lee.;t seems
ompass,

Paul would L
. ave canceled g f i
i}';);‘ this latter restriction. HC:‘:IHE:]JEGI‘TISSEH
rmony i ’ s
¥ in the two utterances be‘comf:-‘jli

L ; %
question of intense interest to every lover of
T O
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the truth, and of vital importance to every
Christian woman.

We must observe that at this stage of his
letter, Paul is dealing with a condition of
things untouched before. Sectarianism, divine
authority, responsibility in service, morals,
lawsuits, marriage, idols, charities, and the
Lord’s supper, had all in turn been discussed.
Now the vision brought before the eye wasthe
whole church gathered, with unbelievers also
present, and the extraordinary and varied gifts
of that favored assembly in free, yet discordant
exercise, Itisascene of noisy turmoil, rather
than solemn worship- One is singing, another
teaching, another prophesy:ing, aiflother speak-
ing in tongues, another trying to 1u'terpret, and
all at the same moment. Aud to increase the
general confusion, shameful enough in men,
but more anbecoming izt the women, they also
were further interrupters of good order, asking
questions and wrangling with a shov.: of au-
thority over points of disagreement. ‘That this
was the peculiarity of female mlsdex_neauol: in
this connection, W€ learn from the immediate
i T et your womel keep silence

context : :
and if they will LEARN anything, let them ask
their husbands at home- 1 Ttis not the decorous
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use of the divinely bestowed gift of prophecy
that Paul is at all talking about here. He 15
simply reproving abuses; the habit of dis-
orderly speech, to which both Corinthian men
and women were alike addicted. He repti-
mands the men sharply enough, but lays ‘‘the
Tod”’ on heavier in the case of the women ; for
theirs was the more shameful conduct, inas-
much as the Scriptures, as well as nature,
taught that theirs was the place of modesty and
submission.

That this is the sense of the Apostle’s ex-
pression about the women we shall find further
confirmed, if we examine a word which he seems
to have carefully chosen to use in t
ter. Lalein, the word translated, *“ to speak,’’
means primarily, simply to use the voice, with-
out reference to the words spoken. It differs
from two other words in frequent u
New Testament, eipein, “to Spealk,”’
*“to say,’’ both of which imply a defi
followed by express words uttered.
the contrary, is sometimes most in
its true sense can only be determ
connections,

Outside of the Scriptures Zz
‘The prattle of children &

his chap-

se in the
and legesn,
nite object,
Lalein, on
definite, so
ined by its

lein stands for

What is Implied by Stlence ? 47

The chattering of monkeys; ke s e
: inarticula

The chirping of birds, and other
attempts at speech. .

In the Scriptures /alein 1 used for

Idle words. Matt, xiL. 3]6.w o, B 15

Fordhetemciing of O 'a't. 1 Cor. ii. 7, 13.

For the wisdom of the stH-_ e

For the word of angels. ; blolod Heb. xii.

Of the testimony of Jesus '

24.

Of the voices and thu:d
lypse. Rewv. iv. I; X 3 4 o
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shall utter. Rex_r. xiil. ;2;5 are agreed t]:}at

dard lexicograp of signifi-
wl‘?etfgl a word possesses SuCho;errazise, in any
y a2, 1ts P i
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st :tj-'S n, must be determmeg b)trs primary
connection, v Bloomfield, 1A s
o i f icscfa)o babble or chatter s use of lalein
e 1le:)d jes any coptempriers is cordially
'lI‘renCh g T stament, and th}s t. xxVvi.
i i Hevr ted But certainly 11 Ma .Se.d =
enough admllf ;.“'r 70, the nOUD Zalzci 15’: i
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of his being twice recognized by damsels.
Manifestly enough, the circumstances under
which /aleiz is found in 1 Cor. xiv. are directly
in line with the thought of discordant, and so,
practically, meaningless utterances. Hence, no
word could have been chosen with nicer dis-
crimination to make the abstract idea of speech
prominent over what is usually the more im-
portant fact in Scripture, namely, the words
spoken ; no matter whether the case refer to
the interrupting men, or the indiscrect WOMENR.
‘Was there nothing previous in this Epistle
concerning women’s testimony, we might be
content to accept, in this place, the more ordi-
nary meaning of the word lalesn. But the best
students are agreed that its shades of definition
must be determined by its surroundings. And
Paul’s own attitude in regard to women drives
us away from any loose rendering and com-

pels us tofind a harmony between his firstand
second statements.

Putting all the facts togethe
the sum. In chapter xi,
female praying and prophesy
honored, and regulated,
declared that women sh
assembly,

T, then, this is
the privilege of
ingis recognized,
In chapter xiv, it is

all not énterrupt the
even for the exercise of these lawful
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i thor of confu-
ifts. ‘For God is not the autl
gilcff but of peace.”” And He w_rlll hlave 51.3;;1:_1
and’women preserve order in His ho fn iands
bly. For the justmess of thes.ehct;uthority
Paul appeals to the law. T'o whic
let us also turn.

A
r




VI

OBEDIENCE AND LEARNING AT HOME.

Let it be noticed, that it is not silence but
obedience which the law enjoins. If any think
to vindicate the complete silence of Christian
women from the Old Testament Scriptures
they will find themselves without argument.
Miriam was an acknowledged prophetess of
the Lord. Ex. xv. 30; Mic. vi. 4. $So too
was Deborah. Jud. iv. 4,

It would seem also that Jewish women were
possessed of much social freedom. ‘Their
intercourse with men was less restricted than
in the cases of Roman and Grecian women.
We get illustrations of this in Jael receiving
Sisera ; in the Shunamite going to Elisha; in
Abigail advancing to meet David ; and the
women of Galilee who ministered unto Jesus.
Rebekah could not always have heeq veiled,
since Isaac feared to have her beauty seen.
And Hannah could not have been very closely

covered, when Eli discerned her 1j

Ps moving
in silent prayer.

(50}
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It was not, then, exclusive silence or c%m;
plete retirement that the law ‘_cau%ht,l W:ﬁ
subjection. And thisis j1:15t the pom.tr a% e
seeking to demonstrate in I Cor.'xn].:l. .
women had defied nature’s rela_tlons (;ps,baCk
ignored their hushands’ authority. ;‘Ju v
to the law, teaches Paul, and thereu?r e
find “Sarah obeyed Abraham, ca. mtg -
lord.”” 1 Pet. iii. 6. The S_)llbOI:dl;:la ;oueu_
wotnen, with its direct occasion, 15 1r'S Elb
tioned in Gen. {ii. 16, 1';1,‘ 12.1:;1 ;jfma;a; ﬁl-j&_

anl in 1 Tim. ii. 13, 14 : it
E}rmeld, then Eve. And .Adam vfasdnozsdic,n
ceived, but the woman being decrilv:re th{; i
the transgression.’”’ In Num. }f}s‘}hsted e
ject is fully treated, ar.&dh E‘au inve
i i usehold.
auilr?élt)’zh(:}vuegrhlflsicjbsequently, under grac:;
high privileges were granted to Cthre :ion;m;u(l
being the glory of the man (1 Co .4C(; Of, aF
lly with him an ‘heir o.f_ the gra e
e(crlu;et iii. %); yet Peter with P}aiul.‘;hohoiofed
e o inci that she 1is
;Of:;:ssznt%;:?‘lé’)é;.lll:::lf lxer:zssel ;7 4. e. frailer or
impot'eut';hen {5 the fundamental teaching of
th'eril;f\;, grox:.'lng out of a necessity older than
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the law itself, which the liberty of grace has
not made void. As regards the subjects of
salvation, both Jew and Qentile bond and
free male and female may be its recipients ;
but in this life saintship no more obliterates
the law of relative relationship, with its insep-
arable condition of subj ection, then conversion
changes a black man into a white one. And
since womanhood, under the gospel, has ac-
quired a new standing in God’s economy, by
becoming the grand type of the church in its
relationship to Christ, nothing could be more
suitable than that this same principle of intelli-
gent submission be the central force around
which every gift and service of the Christian
woman revolve in harmonious attraction.
Learning at Home.—** And if they will learn
anything, let them ask their husbands at home
(7. e. their own particular husbands,
men), for it is a shame for women t
the church.” 1 Cor. xiv, 35,
fnguiry is the burden of this
a question of learning not
our modern standpoint,
exhort a Christian w
public discussion or d
Theservices of Christia

not other
0 speak in

Passage. It is
of imparting. From
it seems superfluous to
oman to refrain from
ictation in the church,
N assemblies hgve settleg
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into stereotyped, denominational progran}fles.
Preaching has largely ceased to be exposi ;2;,:
and so far become mere moral essaymdg, N
doctrinal controversy is rare}y aroused. : o
man thinks of contending with the Ige;uf e;
in public; much less any woman. 111 zogl :
mission-fields, where the truth is newly =
bating heathenism and su'pershtlo.n are fslzhe
scenes now enacted. Bul_: in the' times cl) =
primitive church, worship was 1nfoirma ,0 P
not unlike the spontaneous exerci;?lses 2
healthy prayer meeting of our day. A Isewi ol
of inquiry was in itse}f pro%er, Ba;lt ;hen i
oved, (Acts xvi. IL :
;Ea?é‘tice deginerated into 'indecor'ous q:jpvgf-
tion, and the women, side b:_,r side wi 1l e
men, contested points c;;f dtoctii]f;no; mdc;faii, nai
i h were no better - g
::glil,e;s].llﬁricnterposed with stern author%ty, and
insisted that women retire from such _dlzg;acs-
ful notoriety. Andif they truly dr_asire c:E 'e
instructed, they were to ask ques.tlons, m;l 1511
public, of other men, but of their own hus-
t home.
ba'fljf ?saoften urged by objectors, that no Prcol-
:<ion was made for widows, ff)r ‘Ehe unmarried,
:if(;.osuch as may have unbelieving husbands.
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.w-h?m shall these consult for advice, or teach-
1ng in the things of God?

We think the term husband may be taken

| i
epresentatively for other family relations.

tll‘fioarfré?%:}al is recognized as the normal condi-
Ehenag OE:S:‘_XE‘S- But L}nder the law, in the
i 1’5.161at10nsh1p, a father, or he that
ship. Mor dhu. assumed a woman’s guardian-
Ouly in the SRRl was l‘_esponsible for Esther.
tion. Her VC ase of a widow, was there excep-
head. She Ows were chargeable on her owil
S o déam the c}'lur.eh, was eligible to the
Proved. § i?ness’ if in other respects ap-
church of éz was Phebe, a servant of the
the brethy nchrea, whom Paul commends to

€n, on her law-errand to Rome.

And this %
that indeblézgz:f g a widow, may account for
€Xercised, ¢y which she appears to have

We can 5
diff uot conceive that it will be at all

cult, in ejwits
» 10 civiliz o
has a gyp, ed communities, if a woman

ject will
her, whatever he and consecrated heart, for

T soci : .
able opportunine. 2 relations, to find suit-

o ies : >
Spifitual matterg. of being instructed in

lieving husbands wo]?;;c; fobr 1 whose ube-
d abridge their Christian
setions are given by Peter:

€Xpress dir
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«1ikewise, ye wives, be in subjection to
your own husbands ; that, if any obey not the
Word, they also may without the Word be won
by the conversation of the wives. While they
behold your chaste conversation coupled with
fear.” 1 Pet.iii. 1,2.”

Thus we learn that private submission is
greater even than public gift. God often de-
layed Israel in their onward march to Canaan ;
nor did He give any account of His purpose
in this mysterious tax upon their patience,
But when all progress Wwas prohibited, one
thing lay always at hand to do, “To keep the
charge of the Lord”’ 1In other words to
quietly and joyfully wait, finding submission
the sweetest of services. To Jehovah, the
discipline of His people was of far more im-
portance than their jmmediate possession of
Canaan. To the Lord Jesus, a woman's meek
and quiet spirit is greater glory to her as a per-
sonal Christian than the most edifying of pub-
lic gifts. And to the case of such, whose un-
believing husbands stand in their way, St
Peter’s rule applies. :
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WHAT IS MEANT BY ‘‘TEACHING.”

”-Ledf the woman learn in silence with all
subjection ; but I suffer not a woman to teach ;
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to
be in silence.” 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12-
fu;f:f iew()r%jng Of(this passage should be care-
o um,.;larﬁedf I suffer not a woman - - - *
Ll ety e dheoman.” “This is the
She wasjl eﬁ of Paul’s arguments about woman-
through h st in :Ehe transgression, deluded
of that faﬂer e judgment; and the stigma
theless wure yetabides in its results. Never-
woman ha: may conclude, that whatever 2
outside this ot ?01‘ which will not lead her
do for Jesus P]jescﬂbe_d boundary, that she may

It is ver er Saviour and her Lord.

““man, W]iricﬁ()teworthy that the ome word
discussions, is thiaul uses all through these
ered ““hushand isnalil}i: as is commonly rend-

e New Testament. It

might be unif,
these connect?rmly translated husband in all

on L
text, S, and do no violation to the

56
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We call attention to the fact, because it nar-
rows the question of woman’s submission down
to her own husband, or near male relative, and
does mot give any promiscuous privilege to
other men to lord it over her.

The word ¢ silence” twice occurring in this
passage, is in other places rendered quietness
or peace. We get the adjective, in the second
verse of this same chapter, used without refer-
ence to speeck, but meaning tranquility. Pray
t for all in authority . . . that we may
lead a PEACEABLE life.’? Inregardtowoman,
the word carries with it the thought of deport-
ment, rather than utterance, and is just the
term Paul would select to use, in explaining to
Timothy that as he, Paul, had enjoined
modesty and submission upon the women of
Corinth, so must A‘imothy, upon all women
coming under his pastoral care.

The masculine lawlessness of Greek and
Roman female converts must have been a
prevalent evil, since the Apostle was compelled
to use such strenuous words to rectify it. We
can only account for its existence, on the
ground that Christianity had suddenly libera-
ated those women from a hondage which legal
and social custom had long rigorously imposed.
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With one ultra bound, they had passed from
the insignificance of childhood’s estate, to the
full-fledged importance of man’s equality.

How refreshing is the contrast of our times!
The orderly ministrations and teachings of our
female missionaries, Bible readers, Sunday-
school teachers, and deaconesses, float back
over the centuries of church history, and form
a tribute of honor, to that thoughtful apostolic
care which built such a bulwark of defence
about Christian woman’s public life, saving
her from contempt, and yet preserving to her
the privilege of being man’s fellow-helper in
the gospel.

Among all the sayings of Paul about wome1,
the words, ‘I suffer not a woman to teach,”
have been considered the most formidable.
Th‘?y_ have by some been adduced as proof
bositive that every woman’s mouth was to be
forever closed against all public religious testi-
](lllﬁfiyé But among the denominations of
namz etrll]dom_ thus holding, whatever be their
il 1E;ttere$ 1‘:-‘%1 not one which has not violated

Qr own text, in the privileges
they ha,ve PTaCticall p % .g
Woren! fa thate o y g‘rat'lted to believing
complain of tlflr congregations. We do not

195 we only mention it to rejoice
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in the fact that common sense has prevailed
over dogmatism.

Our English brethren, especialljf, ir_l theory
and in writings, have denied public liberty to
women ; and yet constantly they tolerate it.
Cultured Christian English women, as a rule,
are more active in Bible teaching than their
American sisters. Upon what basis, we should
like to know, is silence measured by a church
edifice rather than by a drawing room? Ismnot
a man all the same a man, whether he be a
costermonger or a merchant, if a woman goes
to preach Jesus to him? (

The word rendered ‘teach ™ 111 the passage
under consideration, is didaskein. A didaskalos
was a teacher of authority. S_uch was the
Lord Jesus, as Master of Rabbi. SuC]:E were
the doctors in the temple. Such was Nicode-
mus, and Paul, and Timothy’. It is a word of
great dignity in the New Testament. The
verb is applied to the Holy Ghost,'the greatest
of all teachers. The office, acc?rdlng to 1 Cor.
xii. 28, was the third in rank m‘the church.
The °* teacher »1 exercised authority over men
as well as womeil. There were many speakers
and workers in the church, but all were not
didaskalor. Hence the passage only teaches
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‘_:I;a’iha woman shall not usurp a place of rule
Positizn C]fl};l.rch} or a%‘rogate to herself any
s accom“ a;c;h vf'ould involve lufadership, such
nances, aljlcl ;;Sethefadt'mnmtratlon Pf _the- ords-
the church. enforcing of the discipline of
toﬁo::aic];r}sxstent an.d considerate are the apos-
exhort all METOU s Slfbj ect. Paul does not
I knWOI].len to aspire to be preachers, for
tHom and Seg that aCffordmg to their constitu-
of proper P g-'fe as wives _and mothers, women
consecratioen owment, leisure, and undivided
rather thmil ’t;: ould be always the exception,
B Te rule. Vet he commends Try-
- labo; el ‘I'Y}T)hQSa, and Persis, who did
test, though in the TLord.” He offers no pro-
formed thg his intimate friend Priscilla per-
and educa(t3 gart of instructor to the eloquent
show plainle hAPOHOS; but both he and Luke
“helper «8; t?::izhey estimated that energetic
fo":gthat of Aquilae_: mentioning her name be-
or do %
ably associate Syntyche, and honor-
after, Bishg em with Clement, shortly
of the F p of Rome, and the most P
athers. Thus has P o8 eminent
aul himself, as
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taught by the Holy Spirit, opened the door of
Christian liberty to all believing womex who
feel themselves bidden to enter.

To recapitulate the teaching of Scripture:

First—A woman may not forget her posi-
tion in divine economy, @S under headship
through transgression.

Second—She may not, by any insubjection,
dishonor the church, whose relation to Christ
she typifies. '

Third—She may not falein, of jnterrupt the
assembly by gquestions, disputations, oF F)ther

disorderly address.

Fourth—By no means is she to usurp'tl}e
position of the didaskalos, OF ruling adminis-
s to accept the desig-

trator in the church. Thu
nationof * Reverend, 1 or to become the pastor

of a congregation is totally opposed to all
apostolic teaching- ;

szﬂkF—She may, if the gifts be hers, and she
observe due restrictions, Prays and speak to

; 4l
i i hortation and comfort 1o a
edification, €% e g ot

i laces except :
iﬁiar]:liet E, quite t silence is her bounden

duty.
Sixth—Thus she

Bible reader,

eviden

a missionary, a

may be
f children,

a Scripture teacher o
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an mstruct.or of men, a deaconess, a helper,
Zhser;:ant in _the church; in short, whatever
Wi:hitassa ability for, except a pastoral head,
s E](::lompagymgresponsibilitiesof admin-
burying the Erdmances_, lgying on of hands,
i Sgwe i ead au_d disciplining the disobedi-
e et and fitting permission ! Wise and
i rable restriction | Every true woman has
coiiz t;o magnify _t.he Apostle Paul, as her
ew:rygs ;);?stand faithful inspired friend ; and
recognizelp ure,-taught woman will joyfully
2 e f)nfaﬁ s ?.ne.adship., whilst gratefully
i) er joint heirship with him in
ng ?ﬁ:e sought to establish from God’s
Mo fn_umples upon which woman’s
Sl :;YIIS grounded. ‘'There will always
Fitohreat ot a‘:'g;e company of godly women
Chitistins ‘;‘-rfl y Pl'lv'ate Christians and silent
Westops a;;d fese, 11‘ke the mother of the
1 of Doddridge, will be onl v heard
B ugl} the renown of their sons.

Al wo;?:lomteq that it should be so: and
Ehs g;];usi be out of this harmony who
Gt sanI:t(i): of fpublic life more than she
that the rigoy 03{’ Onetcl;zsiresidt?. We know

1ty drives many a

T A e

—

On Teaching. 63

woman into public spheres of labor where she
fills places of trust with joy and grace. Yet
the readiness with which most such women
marry when the opportunity offers, and gladly
retire to the seclusion of a home, Proves how
strong is still that divine law founded in Eden,
making man the head and father, and woman
his helper, the nurturer of his children, and
the comforter of his toil.

What the heathen man does naturally can-
not be cited as a standard. He is all out of
joint with God’s purposes: He subjugates and
degrades woman. The Christian man is com-
manded to honor and cherish ber. When he
understands his duty in this, all due and
Scriptural rights will be accorded her.

For the comfort of such we remark that
we do not understand the Scriptures to conz-
mand all women to preach ; nor do we read
that the Bible condems those who. do not.
There is a sense il which all believers of
either sex are expected to make 1.;:1own
unto all their fellowmen the .gl_ad tidings of
the cross. But this fors of :_mmstry may not
necessarily be public 7 ophesying. In a variety
of ways, by private conversation, b}r distribu-
tion of Bibles and tracts, or by silent godly
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deportment, the truths of Christ may be an-
nounced. :

While we claim for women the rigi# to pub-
lic testimony, we yet have a deep conviction
that the giff of prophesying should be exer
cised with great circumspection. Even the
men are cautioned in Scripture not to eagerly
and hastily desire the office of instructor, sitice
few are fit for it, and great are the responsi-
bilities pertaining thereto. James iil. I.

No woman need feel that she is inferior of
useless because she has not the endowment of
Philip’s four daughters, or the ability of
Aquila’s wife to expound doctrine.

We, like Samuel when called to anoint 2
king for Israel, are accustomed to look upon
that which is showy and manifest, and render
honor thereto. But the Lord rebukes Ot
superficial judgment by saying to us: “The
Tord seeth not as man seeth : for man looketh

upon the outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh upon the heart.”” I Samuel xvi. 6,7

Martha has as honorable mention as Mary :

for we are told Jesus loved both sisters. Anna,
the prophetess, was privileged to touch the
infant Christ, and speak of the redemption He
brought. But Dorcas, who was only the silent,
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sewing saint, was granted a resurrection from
the dead. And who can affirm which was the
greater in God's sight ?

There are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit.

And there are differences of administrations,
but the same Lord.

And there are diversities of operations, but
it is the same God which worketh all in all.

And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I
have no need of thee; nor again the head to

the feet, I have no need of you.
Nay, much more those members of the

body, which seem to be more feeble, are ne-
cessary. I Cor. xii, 4—6, 21-23.
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